
Funeral homily for Florence Corbeil 

In 1946, a motion picture based on a novel by Raymond Chandler, “The Big sleep” was released to 

generally positive reviews. It featured the American actor Humphrey Bogart as the main character of the 

story. But why “The Big Sleep?’ The title is a reference to death. 

In a later film released in the early 1970’s, “The Godfather”, one of the characters, a member of the 

mob, “sleeps with the fishes”, which is another reference to death. 

In Sacred Scripture, sleep is a metaphor for death. 

In John’s account of the raising of Lazarus, Jesus says, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to 

wake him” 

In a tradition dating back to the time of Saint Benedict, monks begin their daily round of prayers in the 

early hours of the morning by chanting a verse from the third Psalm of the Old Testament. 

“I lie down to sleep 

And I awake again  

For the Lord upholds me” 

For the Christian faithful, rising from sleep is not without significance. It is a daily rehearsal for our rising 

from the sleep of death Our daily rising from sleep anticipates the resurrection. What we call death is an 

awakening. 

Many of you remember the fairy tale of the sleeping beauty who returned to life upon being kissed by a 

handsome prince. Clearly, there are Christian overtones to this wonderful story. 

My 92 year old father spends much of his time sleeping. Given that he slept few hours in my childhood, 

his sleeping habits today are hard to reconcile with my childhood memories of him. But I am convinced 

that his long hours of sleep are preparing him for the hour of his death and resurrection. 

Death need not disturb us as believers in eternal life. 

In Saint Paul’s Letter to the Thessalonians, he writes,  

“We do not want you to be unaware, brothers, about those who have fallen asleep so that you may not 

grieve like the others, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose so, too, with God, 

through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” 

He also cites an ancient baptismal hymn in his letter to the Ephesians: 

“Awake, o sleeper, and arise from the dead and Christ shall give you light.”  

 Florence: Awake from your slumber - Arise from your sleep - A new day is dawning!  


